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Technology First



5123-2-01:  New Technology First Rule

Many Ohioans with developmental disabilities encounter obstacles in daily 
tasks and activities as well as accessing education and jobs. Devices that 
engage in two-way communication or provide step-by step assistance can 
help people overcome these barriers and help them live the lives they 
want. 

Many new technologies can help someone feel more secure in their home, 
provide instruction on how to prepare an evening meal, or help to access 
public transportation. 

With these advancements, more Ohioans with developmental disabilities 
will have the opportunity to experience a life more fully integrated into 
their community. 



5123-2-01:  New Technology First Rule

Ohio Technology First, created through a 2018 executive order, is not 
a technology-only policy, but aims to help people learn more about 
how to use technology to improve their quality of life and how they 
can experience more independence and personal freedom.

The New Technology First Rule helps us move into the future, as new 
advances and innovations are created and used to help make 
people’s lives better.



5123-2-01:  New Technology First Rule

Links:

Ohio Technology First on the DODD Website

5123-2-01 New Technology First Rule

DODD Community Life Engagement Project Managers

https://dodd.ohio.gov/about-us/resources/tech-first/tech-first
https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/40810b85-6101-43bf-9415-bf55e2f62c64/5123-2-01+New+2022-03-11.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-40810b85-6101-43bf-9415-bf55e2f62c64-nZWzE-n
https://ohioemploymentfirst.org/view.php?nav_id=196


• What is Assistive Technology? 

•Assistive Technology (AT) can mean a device or 
service that can be used as a tool by a person 
with a disability to achieve or maintain function. 
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Assistive Technology



FREE Technology Training Opportunity

https://techfirstshift.com/ohio

https://techfirstshift.com/ohio


Rapid Response System

https://dodd.ohio.gov/about-us/resources/tech-first/Rapid+Response+System

https://dodd.ohio.gov/about-us/resources/tech-first/Rapid+Response+System


Broadband Access Funding

https://dodd.ohio.gov/about-us/resources/tech-first/Internet%2520Assistance%2520Project/Internet

https://dodd.ohio.gov/about-us/resources/tech-first/Internet%2520Assistance%2520Project/Internet


Disability Benefits Training Opportunities

https://oh.db101.org/

https://oh.db101.org/


Ohio Tech Ambassadors

https://ohiotechambassadors.org/

https://ohiotechambassadors.org/




DODD Youtube Playlist for Assistive Technology

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZ1qXvA8kYSnodXrejJNH7G0X3qjYs7hO


Questions??

thomas.hess@dodd.ohio.gov


